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AN ASSESSMENT OF CHILDREN’S IDEAL SCHOOLYARDS THROUGH 
THEIR DRAWINGS 1

ÇİZİMLERİ İLE ÇOCUKLARIN İDEAL OKUL BAHÇELERİNİN 
DEĞERLENDİRİLMESİ 
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Öz: Amaç: Bu çalışmanın amacı, çocukların hayalle-
rindeki ideal okul bahçelerini araştırmak ve bu alan-
daki araştırmalara yeni bir ivme kazandırmaktır. Yön-
tem: Çalışma, çocuğun bakış açısıyla çocukların ideal 
okul bahçelerini belirlemek için çocukların çizimle-
rinin analiz edildiği nitel bir çalışmadır. Çalışmanın 
örneklem kümesini Tekirdağ’ın Çorlu ilçesinde yer 
alan bir satranç kulübüne devam eden çocuklar oluş-
turmaktadır. Bulgular: Çalışmanın sonunda çocukların 
görüşüne göre, ideal bir okul bahçesinde bulunması 
gereken unsurlar ağaçlar, hayvanlar, yüzme havuzu, 
su birikintisi gibi su elemanlarıdır. Çocukların mevcut 
okul bahçelerinde en çok hoşlanmadıkları unsur ise 
sert zemindir. Ayrıca çocukların çizimlerinin analizi 
okul bahçesini çocukların oyun alanı olarak gördüğünü 
açıkça ortaya koymuştur. Çocukların çizimlerinde gö-
rülen salıncak, kaydırak gibi oyun ekipmanları bunun 
bir göstergesidir. Çocuklar okul bahçelerinde futbol, 
basketbol sahası gibi spor alanlarını da istemektedir-
ler. Sonuç: Çocuklar bitkiler, kum, su ve hayvanlarla 
birlikte doğal okul bahçeleri istemekte, doğal peyzajı 
insan yapımı peyzajlardan daha çekici bulmaktadırlar.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Okul Bahçesi, Çocuğun Gelişimi, 
Suç Korkusu, Bağımsız Hareketlilik, Doğal Çevre 

Abstract: Aim: The purpose of this study was to ex-
plore what children considered the ideal schoolground 
to be and thus give fresh impetus to research in this 
area. Method: This was a qualitative study in which 
children’s drawings were analysed to produce a picture 
of the ideal schoolyards from a child’s perspective. The 
sample consisted of children who were members of a 
chess club in the Çorlu district of Tekirdağ, Turkey. 
Results: At the end of the study it has been found that 
in children’s opinion the ideal schoolyard should have: 
green areas with trees, animals, water features such as 
swimming pool or a fishpond or something similar. 
The feature children most disliked in their existing 
schoolyards was the hard surface. Also the analysis of 
the children’s drawings made it apparent that they saw 
the school grounds as their playground. This is dem-
onstrated by the inclusion of play equipment such as 
swings and slides in their drawings. Also children want 
to have sports facilities such as football, basketball, 
volleyball. Conclusion: Children want schoolyards 
naturalised with plants, sand, water and animals and 
find naturalistic landscapes more attractive for play 
than more obviously manmade landscapes. 
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INTRODUCTION

In today’s world social and environmental 
factors limit children’s opportunities for out-
door play (Little and Wyver, 2008:34). Chil-
dren have lost access to traditional play en-
vironments in urban contexts, in particular, 
streets (Tandoğan, 2011:1). The main factors 
at work are as follows: a decrease in open-air 
areas as a result of dense settlement, an in-
crease in traffic due to high rates of car own-
ership and parental anxiety about the safety 
of urban environments (Little and Wyver, 
2008:34). Parents are increasingly concerned 
about children’s safety in urban areas due to 
traffic and fear of crime and many parents 
perceive urban areas as dangerous places for 
children (Leden et al., 2014:406; Zubrick et 
al., 2010:26). As a result children in many 
countries are no longer independently mobile 
in urban areas (Gaster, 1992:23; Hillman et 
al., 1990:70; O’Brien et al., 2000:257; Shaw 
et al., 2013:178-191) and many children liv-
ing in urban areas are escorted to school by 
their parents (Heurlin-Norinder, 1996:310; 
Rivkin, 1997:61) and consequently have lost 
access to such neighbourhood environments 
as streets (Tranter and Doyle, 1996:151; Val-
entine and McKendrick, 1997:229). This situ-
ation has limited children’s opportunities to 
meet and interact spontaneously with other 
children as well as their freedom to explore 
their environments and to play. In summary, 

children have been deprived of play opportu-
nities in the outdoor environment.

Rapid urbanisation and industrialisation have 
taken nature-based habitats away from chil-
dren (Rivkin, 1997:61; Derr and Rigolan, 
2016:125). Contact with outdoor play habitats 
is a vanishing experience for the child. Urban 
children, in particular, are often trapped in en-
vironments that provide few opportunities for 
self-discovery or exploration of the natural 
environment (Malone and Tranter, 2003:89).

Making neighbourhoods and streets safer for 
children and thus reclaiming a significant part 
of cities as play space would be one long-term 
solution to the problem of urban children’s 
loss of access to play environments (Tranter 
and Doyle, 1996:153), but in view of the diffi-
culty of creating a truly child-friendly urban 
environment, it is much more appropriate to 
focus primarily on making schoolyards more 
suitable for children (Malone and Tranter, 
2003:116).

Children spend a great deal of their time at 
school. In the United States primary and 
secondary school children spend on average 
1300 hours at school per year (Brink et al., 
2011:1673) compared with 935 hours in Tur-
key (Ayaşlıgil and Turan, 2009:280). The to-
tal time spent in the schoolyard is 1–1.5 hours 
per day for primary school children, 20–25% 
of the time children spend at school (Ches-
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key, 1996:12). Considering that, the school 
and schoolyards seems to be effective in the 
formation and development of the character 
of the child (Kanat, 2014: 70).

Since schoolyards around the world are gen-
erally within walking distance of the chil-
dren’s homes and safe from vehicular traffic 
they are one of the safest places in the urban 
environment and are potentially available 
throughout the day. Moreover, unlike other 
urban open spaces, schoolyards are under 
the jurisdiction of active public institutions 
and so schoolyards are always protected and 
supervised. This makes schoolyards differ-
ent from other places where children might 
play (Tandoğan, 2011:16-17). There is also 
evidence that children learn better in school-
yards than in traditional indoor learning areas 
(Cronin-Jones, 2000:207).

Schoolyards can be used for educational ac-
tivities relating to a wide range of subjects, 
such as language, mathematics, science, ge-
ography, art and health education (Basile 
and White, 2000:57-61; Blair, 2009:16-21; 
Dyment, 2005:40-42; Maynard and Waters, 
2007:263-264) and can have a positive im-
pact on children’s eating attitudes (Blair, 
2009:15).

The research has also demonstrated that 
schoolyards affect children’s social, physical, 
emotional, cognitive and motor development 

(Herrington and Studtmann, 1998; Özdemir 
and Yılmaz, 2008; Reif and Sadi, 1997). It 
is known that planting is important in out-
door playgrounds such as schoolgrounds 
(Özburak, 2016:30). Because playing in 
natural environments seems to have a posi-
tive effect on children’s learning and cogni-
tive skills (Fjortoft, 2004:37-38; Fjortoft and 
Sageie, 2000:112,117; Raith, 2017:91) and 
children who play in natural environments 
show better academic performance (Lieber-
man and Hoody, 1998:7). Children playing 
in natural schoolyard settings become more 
creative in their play (Fjortoft, 2004:112; 
Moore and Wong, 1997:5; Raith, 2017:91), 
and have more positive feelings about each 
other (Herrington and Studtmann, 1998:204; 
Moore, 1996:72-82). They also show well-
developed social interaction and social be-
haviours (Malone and Tranter, 2003:97; 
Titman, 1994:23-115). Natural-habitat land-
scaping also fosters children’s environmental 
awareness (Bradley, 1995:245). Contact with 
nature has reduces symptoms of attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) (Tay-
lor and et al., 2001:73-75; Kuo and Taylor, 
2004:1584-1585; Taylor and Kuo, 2008:5-
7) and reduces stress in children (Wells and 
Evans, 2003:311). Additionally, access to 
schoolyards encourages children’s physical 
development and reduces childhood obesity. 
Green schoolyards promote more vigorous 
activity, which has health benefits as ener-
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getic activity reduces the risk of obesity (Öz-
demir and Çorakçı, 2010: 2065-2077).

The research on children’s preferences shows 
that they would like their outdoor spaces to be 
naturalised with plants, trees, flowers, water, 
soil, sand, mud, animals and insects, and to 
offer play opportunities of every imaginable 
type; in other words, children would choose 
rich, developmentally appropriate learning 
environments (Moore, 1986:40-41; White 
and Stoecklin, 1998:27; Titman, 1994:23-
65). This is because children find playing in 
natural landscapes more attractive and inter-
esting than playing in traditional playgrounds 
(Tamoutseli and Polyzouu, 2010:55).

A schoolyard is commonly defined as all the 
outdoor areas surrounding or adjacent to the 
school buildings that are under the school’s 
jurisdiction. Schoolyards are mostly recog-
nised as places where children spend time 
outside of classroom hours. There are no 
particular design guidelines for schoolyards; 
they are generally accorded less importance 
in the design and planning process than 
school buildings and in professional design 
literature they are viewed simply as open ar-
eas (Tandoğan, 2011:17). The majority of the 
area of most school grounds is paved with 
concrete or asphalt and school grounds tend 
to be are non-creative areas without vegeta-
tion that do not allow children to explore na-
ture (Kelkit and Özel, 2003:245; Özdemir 

and Yılmaz, 2008:296; Yılmaz, 1995:546). 
Most schoolyards are designed to meet boys’ 
play needs and for competitive games such as 
basketball, football and so on. (Paechter and 
Clark, 2007:328-330). 

More importantly, although children are the 
primary users of schoolyards their needs and 
wishes are not taken into account in the plan-
ning and designing of schoolyards.

This main purpose of this research was, there-
fore, to explore children’s visions of the ideal 
schoolyard and thus to give a fresh impetus to 
research and practice in this area.

More specifically, the study addressed the 
following questions:

• Are children interested in natural-terrain 
schoolyards (including plants, animals, 
sand etc.) with a wide variety of play op-
portunities?

• Would children prefer schoolyards that 
are natural-habitat landscaped?

• What kind of features do children include 
when asked to draw their ideal school-
yard?

To answer these questions we carried out a/
this qualitative research with child partici-
pants, in a residential area that has undergone 
rapid urbanisation and population growth.
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METHODOLOGY

The research took place in a chess club in 
the Çorlu district of Tekirdağ, Turkey which 
has undergone rapid urbanisation and popu-
lation growth (Thrace Development Agency, 
2012:17-25). The chess club was chosen be-
cause it serves as a weekend meeting point for 
children from different schools. The sample 
consisted of 27 children (12 girls; 15 boys) 
of preschool and primary school age (5 to 10 
years) who attended the chess club. All the 
children lived in the Çorlu district of Tekirdağ 
at the time of data collection. The data were 
collected on Saturday, 25 November 2015, 
as this was a time when participation in the 
chess club was high; 27 of the 28 children at-
tending that day agreed to participate in the 
study. The children produced drawings and 
these data were analysed to produce an over-
view of what children consider to be the ideal 
schoolyard.

Drawing is a natural mode of communica-
tion that children rarely resist; it allows them 
to express feelings and thoughts and is per-
ceived as less threatening than verbal com-
munication (Malchiodi, 2001:1). Many chil-
dren dislike answering questions, but draw-
ing tests can be completed quickly and easily 
and can be enjoyable for children (Lewis and 
Greene, 1983:53). It is rare that children do 
not to draw and this can be a sign of trauma 
(Farokhi and Hashemi, 2011:2221). Young 

children lack the capacity for abstract linguis-
tic expression, but can use symbolic com-
munication methods such as drawing. Draw-
ing is in the same field of expression as play 
and speech for children (Farokhi and Hash-
emi, 2011:2221).

Professionals in the fields of psychiatry, psy-
chology and art therapy have been interested 
in children’s drawings (Malchiodi, 2005:23-
44). Children’s drawings have been used to as-
sess their mental development (Cherney et al., 
2006:136-140), emotional condition (Burkitt 
et al., 2009:6; Skybo et al., 2007:311) and ex-
periences of abuse (Aldridge et al., 2004:304). 
Children’s drawings have also been analysed 
to assess their attachment security (Behrens 
and Kaplan, 2011:437; Goldner and Scharf, 
2011:11), language (Edmonds, 2000) and 
physical development (Farokhi and Hashemi, 
2011:2220). In addition, children’s drawings 
can provide valuable information about their 
perceptions of their environment (Tamoutseli 
and Polyzouu, 2010:54; Barraza, 1991:51), 
in particular, children’s drawings have been 
used to reveal their changing perceptions of 
environmental issues (for example Brown 
et al. 1987; King, 1995; Matthews, 1985). 
Children express their dreams, joys and so 
on through drawings and children’s artworks 
represent a window onto their personality and 
provide clues to their relationship with the 
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world and environment (Farokhi and Hash-
emi, 2011:2221).

The data gained/obtained from children’s 
drawings were used to evaluate children’s 
perceptions of the ideal schoolyard. Draw-
ings were made on A4 sheets prepared by the 
researcher. A wide range of coloured pencils 
was made available to each child and there 
was no time restriction on the drawing task. 

In analysing pictures it is important to pay 
attention to the first impression a drawing 
makes. Rather than trying to find symbols in 
drawing the analyst should look at the picture 
as a whole; the whole is greater than the sum 
of the parts - this idea has been referred to as 
the ‘pre-eminence of the whole’ (Farokhi and 
Hashemi, 2011:2223). There is evidence that 
the subjects that appear largest in a child’s 
drawing are those that have the greatest sig-
nificance and emotional importance to the 
drawer (Clare, 1988:211). Most children omit 
objects they strongly dislike from their draw-
ings (Seibert and Anooshian, 1993) and they 
completely omit subjects they do not know 
much about (Cronin-Jones, 2005:228). Each 
drawing has been evaluated in the light of 
these findings obtained and they are interpret-
ed basing on easily observable and measur-
able criteria. In addition, the features in the 
children’s drawings were divided into two 
groups: natural landscape elements (grass 
area, animals, trees, flowers and etc.) and oth-

er landscape elements (swing, pool or other 
water feature, football pitch, basketball court 
and so on and then analysed by frequency.  

The research has some limitations. The data 
were collected in a chess club in Tekirdağ, 
Turkey and it is possible that different results 
would be obtained in other countries or cities. 
The research does not take into account vari-
ance in the children’s socioeconomic status. 
Because children from several schools gather 
at the chess club we were able to reach stu-
dents from several schools, which enriched 
the sample and strengthened our findings. 

All the children participated as individuals 
and unaccompanied by a teacher or parent so 
their drawings and responses should reflect 
their own views.

This was a small study and it would be use-
ful to replicate the study with a large sample. 
However, one of the strengths of the small 
sample size is that it allowed us to spend 
more time with each child and thus collect 
particularly rich data. We believe this small-
scale, qualitative study contributes interesting 
results to the field and may give fresh impetus 
to research in this area.

THE EVALUATION of CHILDREN’S 
DRAWINGS

The features observed in the children’s draw-
ings were identified; in descending order of 
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frequency they were as follows: natural land-
scape elements or green areas; animals; trees; 
fruit trees; flowers; sky, sand, soil, sun, sea 
and strawberry garden. Other features identi-
fied in the children’s drawings were swings, 
swimming pool or water features, football 
pitch, children, basketball court, slide, waste 
bin, seesaw, climbing area or climbing fea-
ture, running track, painting studio, the Turk-
ish national flag, toys, reading area, sitting 
bench, football goal, rabbit hutch, sports 
equipment, volleyball court, maze, amuse-
ment park, theatre, Halloween pumpkin, jew-
ellery store, colourful furniture, aquarium, 
deckchairs, snow play area, moving stairway, 

picnic area, security, painting studio, library, 
cinema hall.

The most common natural features in the 
children’s drawings were: grass or green area 
(20 instances), animals (13 instances), trees 
(8 instances) and fruit trees (6 instances). The 
other features most commonly observed in 
the children’s drawings were: swings (15 in-
stances), water features (15 instances), foot-
ball pitch (10 instances), children (9 instanc-
es) and basketball court (8 instances). 

The biggest gender differences in the draw-
ings were that football pitches, basketball 
courts and water features were more frequent 
in boys’ drawings (Table 1).  
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Table 1. Frequency of Elements in the Children’s Drawings

 Girls 
(Frequency)

Boys 
(Frequency)

Total 
(Frequency)  Girls 

(Frequency)
Boys 

(Frequency)
Total 

(Frequency)

Natural landscape elements Other landscape elements

Grass area 11 9 20 National flag 1 1 2

Animals 7 6 13 Toy 1 1 2

Trees 4 4 8 Reading area 1 1 2

Fruit trees 4 2 6 Sitting bench 1 1 2

Flowers 3 2 5 Football goal 0 2 2

Sky 3 1 4 Rabbit hutch 1 0 1

Sand 3 1 4 Sport equipment 0 1 1

Soil 2 1 3 Volleyball court 1 0 1

Sun 2 1 3 Labyrinth 0 1 1

Sea 1 0 1 Amusement park 1 0 1

Strawberry 
garden 1 0 1 Heater 1 0 1

Other landscape elements Halloween 
pumpkin/ Swing 0 1 1

Swings 7 8 15 Jewellery store 1 0 1

Pool / Water 
element 5 10 15 Colourful furniture 1 0 1

Football pitch 1 9 10 Aquarium 0 1 1

Children 5 4 9 Deckchairs 1 0 1

Basketball 
court 2 6 8 Snow play area 1 0 1

Slide 4 3 7 Moving stairway 0 1 1

Waste bin 2 3 5 Picnic area 1 0 1

Seesaw 2 2 4 Security 0 1 1

Climbing area/ 
element 3 0 3 Painting studio 1 0 1

Running track 1 1 2 Library 1 0 1

Painting studio 2 0 2 Cinema hall 1 0 1

Various and detailed elements appeared in 
the children’s drawings of their ideal school-
yard. Some children included many features 

in their ideal schoolyards (the maximum was 
13) whereas others depicted only two or four; 
the average number of features was six.
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Figure 1. Drawing of an Ideal Schoolyard 
by Child 7 (Boy, 9 years old)

Figure 1 shows a boy’s drawing with three 
features which were obviously important to 
him: a football pitch, a tree and green areas 
(Figure 1).

Figure 2. Drawing of an Ideal Schoolyard 
by Child 12 (Boy, 7 years old)

Various elements are observed in the boy’s 
drawing shown in Figure 2 (sun, clouds, soil, 
sand, grass/green area, water features, fly-
ing bird, children, swings, seesaw and slide). 
The notable features of the drawing include 

the blue-coloured areas and smiling children. 
The boy who drew this picture explained 
that the blue area was tubes of water passing 
through the school building and flowing onto 
the grass. In this drawing the sun is wearing 
sunglasses (Figure 2).

Grass or Green Area

Some elements were present in many chil-
dren’s drawings. Grass or green areas were 
depicted in 20 of the 27 drawings and were 
the commonest element. Generally, children 
depicted the whole of the ideal schoolyard as 
a green area (Fig 3). Some children coloured 
the lower part of their paper green and des-
ignated the upper section sky and coloured it 
blue; in these cases we assumed that the child 
intended the whole of the schoolyard to be a 
green area (Figures 1, 2, 8 and 9). Some of 
the children depicted part of the schoolyard 
as green in colour (Figure 4).

Figure 3. Drawing of an Ideal Schoolyard 
by Child 16 (Girl, 11 years old)
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The first impression one receives from the 
drawing in Figure 3 is that the entire school-
yard is a green area. The elements in the draw-
ing are a pool, cinema hall, painting studio, 
library and amusement park. The playground 
is fenced off and situated in one corner of the 
schoolyard (Figure 3).

Figure 4. Drawing of an Ideal Schoolyard 
by Child 15 (Girl, 8 years old)

The first noticeable elements of the drawing 
in Figure 4 are the landscape features, such 
as deciduous trees, fruit trees and flowers. 
The child coloured the area surrounding the 
playground equipment green. Other elements 
in this drawing of the ideal schoolyard are 
colourful furniture to allow for street games, 
children and waste bins (Figure 4).

Playground Equipment: Swings and Slides 

Swings (15 instances) were another feature 
that appeared in many of the children’s draw-
ings. Other items of playground equipment 
such as slides (7 instances) and seesaws (4 in-

stances) were depicted less frequently. While 
some children depicted all types of play-
ground equipment in their drawings, some 
children presumably depicted their favourite 
one or two items of playground equipment. 
As children see the school grounds as a play-
ground, they drew them as a playground. 
Some children positioned the traditional 
items of playground equipment randomly 
whereas others clustered them together in a 
designated area (Figures 3, 4 and 5).

Figure 5. Drawing of an Ideal Schoolyard 
by Child 11 (Girl, 9 years old)

The most striking feature in Figure 5 is the 
playground equipment. It is also notable that 
these items (swings; slide; seesaw) are po-
sitioned randomly in the schoolyard and the 
whole of the school grounds is depicted as 
a traditional playground Figure 5. Other el-
ements in this ideal schoolyard are: running 
track, swimming pool, deckchairs, jewellery 
store, snow play area and green area with 
trees. It seems the child does not want an en-
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tirely green schoolyard. The underlying rea-
son for this is the earthworms living in the 
soil and hence present in all green areas (Fig-
ure 5)

Water Elements

Another of the most common features of the 
children’s drawings was some kind of water 
feature: a swimming pool, ponds or other 
water feature such as water channels (14 in-
stances). Some children depicted swimming 
pools whereas others drew pools with colour-
ful fish. Some of the children who depicted 
swimming pools in their drawings also drew 
deck chairs near the swimming pool (Figures 
6 and 7).

Figure 6. Drawing of an Ideal Schoolyard 
by Child 9 (Girl, 8 years old)

The most striking feature of the ideal school-
yard shown in Figure 6 is the water. Most of 
the schoolyard is depicted as sea and swim-
ming pool. Other elements are a pool slide 

and deck chairs, waste bin, soil and a green 
area for running (Figure 6).

Figure 7. Drawing of an Ideal Schoolyard 
by Child 10 (Boy, 8 years old)

In Figure 7 the majority of the ideal school-
yard is shown as a green area. This may be in-
terpreted as an indication that to this child the 
green area was the most important feature of 
a schoolyard. The playground also includes a 
pool with colourful fish, a football pitch and 
basketball court, waste bin, security, moving 
stairway, bird, drinking fountain, trees and 
toilet (Figure 7).

Trees

Trees were depicted in 14 of the children’s 
drawings and seven of them specifically illus-
trated fruit trees. All the fruit trees appeared 
to be apple trees (Figures 8 and 9).

Animals

Animals were depicted in 13 of the children’s 
drawings. The animals that appeared in the 
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children’s drawings were: cat, chicken, fish, 
bird, butterfly, turtle, squirrel and elephant 
(Figures 8 and 9).

Figure 8. Drawing of an Ideal Schoolyard 
by Child 17 (Boy, 7 years old)

The features of the ideal schoolyard in Figure 
8 are green areas, swings, a seesaw, children, 
the Turkish national flag, an apple tree, a 
child eating an apple, a pool or pond, flowers, 
a turtle, a squirrel and a basketball court. The 
seesaw is drawn extremely big and there are 
some children using it as well as a board un-
derneath it. Interestingly, except for the chil-
dren riding on the seesaw, all the children in 
the picture are in the green areas (Figure 8).

Figure 9. Drawing of an Ideal Schoolyard 
by Child 19 (Girl, 7 years old)

In Figure 9, the child depicts green areas, an 
apple tree, the sky, the sun, the Turkish na-
tional flag, swings, a pool, a climbing frame, 
birds, children and a cat just standing beside a 
child. The most striking features in the draw-
ing are the sky and swing (Figure 9).

Sport Facilities: Football and Basketball 
Areas

Football pitches were one of the most com-
mon features in the children’s drawings (10 
instances). Basketball courts were another 
frequently shown sports feature in the chil-
dren’s drawings (8 instances). These sports 
features were more frequent in boys’ draw-
ings (Figures 10 and 11).
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Figure 10. Drawing of an Ideal School-
yard by Child 3 (Boy, 7 years old)

In the boy’s drawing shown in Figure 10 the 
ideal schoolyard includes swings, a swim-
ming pool, a waste bin, a football pitch and a 
bench for sitting on. The bench has a roof that 
provides shelter and shade (Figure 10).

Figure 11. Drawing of an Ideal School-
yard by Child 25 (Girl, 10 years old)

In the girl’s drawing in Figure 11 the most 
prominent feature of the ideal playground 
is the basketball court. Other features are an 
open-air painting studio, an open-air reading 

area, markings for hopscotch on the ground, 
a running track and a traditional children’s 
playground without clear boundaries situated 
in one corner of the schoolyard. Play equip-
ment, sand and an area for playing chess are 
shown in the traditional playground area; 
there is a rabbit hutch adjacent to it for the 
rabbits shown in the schoolyard. The drawing 
also includes a transport zone for school bus 
services features (Figure 11).

Waste Bin

Surprisingly, waste bins appeared in five of 
the children’s drawings (Figures 3, 4, 6, 7 
and 10). This suggests that the children were 
aware of the need to keep the environment 
clean and tidy.

CONCLUSION

These results suggest that in children’s opin-
ion the ideal schoolyard should have: green 
areas with trees, animals, water features such 
as swimming pool or a fishpond or something 
similar. The feature children most disliked in 
their existing schoolyards was the hard sur-
face. These results are consistent with some 
previous studies. Children find naturalistic 
landscapes more attractive for play than more 
obviously manmade landscapes, however the 
children of the Çorlu district in Tekirdağ, Tur-
key also wanted to have the traditional play-
ground equipment (e.g. swings, slide, and 
seesaw) and sports facilities (e.g. football, 
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basketball, volleyball). The results suggest 
that swings and slides are the favourite play-
ground equipment of children in the Çorlu 
district of Turkey.

Based on children’s drawing it may be con-
cluded that children want to have replaceable 
equipment in their schoolyards which allows 
them to create their own playing space. The 
children did not draw subjects they did not 
know much about.

Having sports facilities such as football and 
basketball areas in schoolyards appears to be 
particularly important to boys. The children’s 
responses also indicated that they would like 
places for climbing and running and these 
would meet their physical needs. 

The analysis of the children’s drawings made 
it apparent that they saw the school grounds as 
their playground. This is demonstrated by the 
inclusion of play equipment such as swings 
and slides in their drawings. Play is regarded 
as children’s primary activity and our results 
corroborate this. Children regard play as their 
primary activity and this was reflected in their 
drawings of their ideal schoolyard. 

This small-scale qualitative study indicates 
that the features children want in their school-
yard are: animals, green areas with trees and 
flowers, water elements, play equipment 
(e.g. swing, slide and so on.), sport facilities 
(e.g. football, basketball grounds and so on.) 

and cleaning equipment including sufficient 
waste bins. Children want schoolyards natu-
ralised with plants, sand and animals which 
offer a wide variety of opportunities for play 
and activities such as running, climbing and 
swinging. 
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